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MICS Plus combines the power of representative, statistically robust household surveys with the ability to 
report in near real-time basis over an extended period, using CATI (Computer Assisted Telephone
Interviewing). Essentially, the mode of data collection is based on direct phone calls to respondents1, as
opposed to traditional face-to-face interviews.

The Fiji Bureau of Statistics, in collaboration with UNICEF, finalized the implementation of the first MICS Plus 
in May 2024 (MICS Plus 2024-2025). MICS Plus generates data to understand the situation of households, 
families, and children and inform decision-makers and stakeholders accordingly. This snapshot summarizes 
the main results of the MICS Plus 2024-2025 third wave of calls implemented in the period March 06 – April 
22, 2025. 

Methodology

In essence, the MICS Plus methodology is based on:
• Selecting a probability sample of households from 

an up-to-date household sample frame that 
includes phone numbers of 
households/household members

• Interviewing a sample of households over an 
extended period via direct calls

The Fiji Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey was 
conducted in 2021 (MICS 2021) when consent and 
phone numbers for the MICS Plus survey were 
collected. The Fiji MICS 2021 was used as a sample 
frame for MICS Plus, and the target sample size was 
2,734 households.

MICS Plus uses a nationally representative sample. Urban and rural areas were defined as the major sample 
domains, and the sample was allocated as follows: 1,452 households were selected from urban areas and 
1,282 from rural areas. The survey collects data from the same households in different waves of calls, 
building longitudinal data. 

A model-based substitution approach was used to replace non-responding households during the first wave 
of MICS Plus to reach the targeted sample size and ensure representativeness. Weights were calculated 
using propensity score adjustments to ensure the representativeness of the findings and deal with any 
potential bias. The propensity scores model included all relevant household and individual variables available 
from the MICS 2021. 

During the third wave of calls, households were asked about the characteristics of the household and 
household members, global warming and climate change, water and sanitation, and the livelihood of the 
household.

Fiji MICS 2021 boundaries
The sample frame for Fiji MICS Plus 

1 In each household, calls were conducted with a “knowledgeable adult household member” who was available at the time of the call. Since 
respondents were not selected randomly, data based on respondents’ own characteristics, opinions and behavioural patterns may not be 
representative of the adult population Fiji.
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Survey Implementation

With the target sample size set at 2,734 households, the response rate in wave 1 was 70 percent after substituting 1,387 households with the model-

based method that utilizes the “Nearest Neighbour” feature based on the “Euclidian distance” approach. Wave 2 and 3 targeted 2,509 households after 

the following were excluded: households refused in Wave 1 without consent for the next wave, households where the phone number did not belong to the 

sampled household, and households for which phone numbers were not available. Response rates in the second and third waves were 63 and 60 percent, 

respectively. No substitution was performed in the second and third waves of the data collection.  
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Average number of call attempts for completed interviews, by area of 
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Median duration of interviews, by area of residence, Fiji MICS 

Plus 2024-2025, Waves 1-3

Note: 64 interviews in Wave 1, 154 in Wave 2, and 130 in Wave 3 are 

excluded from the calculation of the median duration of the interview due to 

interrupted calls and inconsistent information

Average call attempts  Interview duration
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Household characteristics

Internet access at home

Percentage of households with 

access to internet at home, Fiji MICS 

Plus 2024-2025, Waves 1-3
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Access to markets / grocery stores

Percentage of households with a member who could not 

access the markets / grocery stores that household usually 

goes to in the last 30 days, Wave 3

Percentage of households with a member who could not 

access the markets/grocery stores that the household 

usually goes to in the last 30 days, by reason for not 

having access, Wave 3
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Shopping habits – type of change 

Percent distribution of households with a member who changed usual shopping habits, by main change in the usual 

shopping habits in the last 30 days, Waves 1,2 and 3
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Main source of household income

Decrease in household income: inequalities

Percentage of households with a change in average 

monthly income compared to the same time last year, by 

how average monthly income changed, Waves 1-3

Urban

21

Female

25
I-Taukei

24 Richest

19

Rural

31 Male

27

Indo Fijian

33

Poorest

36

Area Sex Ethnicity Wealth

quintiles

National

59

35

6

71

26

3

68

26

6

Increased Decreased DK / Can't say

Wave 1

Wave 2

Wave3

<1<1<1<1<1222
88

20
24

31

No responseNo incomeOtherSupport from

families and

friends

Informal work

(selling in the

street)

RetirementTemporary

wage work

Remittances

from abroad

Government

assistance /

Unemployment

benefit or other

subsidies

Own business /

trade

Farming /

Livestock

raising

Formal paid

work

(employee) in

public sector

Formal paid

work

(employee) in

private sector

Percent distribution of households by main source of income, Wave 3

Reasons to decline in household income

Percentage of households with average monthly income declined compared to the same time last year by reasons of decline, 

Wave 3

0

<1

1

1

4

4

5

6

9

15

16

26

26

Had to take care of others / other members with other illnesses and could

not work*

Missing

Company / business I / another member worked closed

Had to close company/business I / another household member owned

Retired

Decreased demand to company / business where I / another member work

or I / another member owned*

Could not receive remittances as the person sending it could not work

Other*

Became unemployed

Reduced salary / income

Climate effect of farming

Low yield farm / fishing

Reduced hours of work

LIVELIHOOD

Change in household income

Percentage of households with a decrease in average monthly 

income compared to the same time last year by selected 

characteristics, Wave 3

Fiji MICS Plus 2024-2025 - Wave 3

* Due to the technical issues in the CATI application, data for two categories are not saved, "Decreased demand for the company/business where I / 

another member works or I / another member owned" and "Had to take care of others / other members with other illnesses and could not work". The 

percentage shown in the table was recorded from answers coded as 'Other'. 



Expectations about household income

Percentage of respondent by their expectations that the 

household income will increase, be more or less the 

same or decrease in one year from now on, Waves 1-3
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Worry about household's finances and income

Percent distribution of respondents by how worried about the 
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( ) Figures that are based on 25-49 unweighted cases 



Global warming and climate change

Percentage of respondents who have heard about global warming 

and climate change, Wave 3

Awareness

Percent distribution of respondents who have heard about global 

warming and climate change by how worried about global warming 

and climate change, by degree of urbanization and sex, Wave 3
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Worry

Percentage of respondents who noticed climate-related changes in 

their area for specific changes, by degree of urbanization, Wave 3
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Impact: access to basic services

Percentage of respondents who noticed climate-related changes in their 

area and think that these climate-related changes have affected access 

to basic services, by most affected basic service access, Wave 3
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Global warming and climate change

Percentage of respondents who noticed at least one climate-related change in their areas and think that these climate-related changes have 

affected income and livelihood activities in general, and the percentage who think that these climate-related changes have caused the 

destruction of farmlands and properties, by selected characteristics, Wave 3
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Impact: livelihood and properties

Percentage of respondents who noticed at least one climate-related change in their areas and who have seen any actions taken in their area 

to address or prevent the noticed climate-related changes, and percentage by actions seen to be taken, Wave 3
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of respondents noticed 

raising awareness 
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cleaning drains
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recycling

12 percent 
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(the use of solar/renewable energy, water 
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98

WATER & SANITATION

Use of drinking water

Percentage of household population using improved sources of 

drinking water, Wave 3

Use of sanitation services

Percentage of household population using 

improved sanitation services, Wave 3

Improved sanitation facilities are those designed to hygienically separate excreta from human contact and include: flush/pour flush to piped sewer 

system, septic tanks or pit latrines; ventilated improved pit latrines, or pit latrines with slabs. 
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Percentage of household population who did not have 

sufficient drinking water when needed in the last 7 days, 

Wave 3
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shared, Wave 3
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Availability of drinking water

Improved drinking water sources are those that have the potential to deliver safe water by nature of their design and construction and include: piped 

water, protected boreholes or tube wells, protected dug wells, protected springs, rainwater, and packaged or delivered water. 



WATER & SANITATION

Availability of water and soap for handwashing

Percentage who did not have sufficient water to wash their 

hands when needed, Wave 3
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Fiji Bureau of Statistics

Address: Modyl Plaza: Lot 1 Karsanji Street 

Vatuwaqa, Suva, Fiji

Telephone: (+679) 3315822

 

Website: https://www.statsfiji.gov.fj/

E-mail: info@statsfiji.gov.fj

Follow us on

Facebook | #fijistatistics

X | @fjbureauofstats

UNICEF Pacific Multi Country Office

Address: 3rd Floor, FDB Building, 360 Victoria Parade,

Suva, Fiji

Telephone:  (+679) 3300439

Website: https://www.unicef.org/pacificislands/

E-mail: suva@unicef.org

Follow us on

Facebook | @unicefpacific 

X | @UNICEFPacific

UNICEF MICS Plus global web site 

https://mics.unicef.org/mics-plus

Fiji Bureau of Statistics web site

https://www.statsfiji.gov.fj 

Further resources on the 

results of MICS Plus Fiji are 

available on:
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Percentage who did not have sufficient soap to wash their 

hands when needed, Wave 3

Reasons for not having enough water and soap for handwashing
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